
Placemaking 
And 

Community Sustainability



Sustainability efforts are often presented as universally
beneficial, but their effects depend on implementation.
Infrastructure upgrades, new parks, and eco-friendly
developments can improve a neighborhood’s quality of
life, but without protections for residents, rising property
values can lead to displacement. 

Who Benefits? Who’s Left Out? 

This pattern, sometimes called "green gentrification,"
emphasizes the need to prioritize community needs over
economic investment. When residents help shape
decisions, sustainability can support rather than disrupt
community stability.

Green gentrification refers to processes started by the
implementation of an environmental planning agenda related to
green spaces that lead to the exclusion and displacement of
politically disenfranchised residents.

Barcelona Laboratory for Urban Environmental Justice and Sustainability. n.d. “Green
Gentrification.” BCNUEJ.  



The term is of1cn applied to projects irnixbcd on ci,111 111unitii.:s rather than 
developed \\ ith them. When planner� and imcstors dicLHte "hat a 

neighborhood should he. lhC) frcqucnil) ,1\crlonl- lhc people who 
already live there. Thi., top-dm,11 approad1. sL·cn in large-scale 
redevelopment pn�jccts a11d corporn1c-llcsig11cd public sp:1ccs. oftc 11 
prioriti✓cs llC\\COmers \\ith lina111.:i:1I mean.._ \\l1ilc disph1cing long-term 
rc�idents and small bu:-.inesscs. In C\llllrast. grnssrO\)I-; placcmaking 
empowers communitirs to -;hapc their O\\ 11 stn .. ·ct, and parl..s. ensuring 
these spaces rcOcct local culture mid llL'ccb. 







"Creative placemaking is a process where community members, artists, arts and

culture organizations, community developers, and other stakeholders use arts and

cultural strategies to implement community-led change. This approach aims to-.....,..,,._
increase vibrancy, improve economic conditions, and build capacity among residents to

take ownership of their communities." 

-American Planning Association
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What is Community Sustainability? 

Sustainability is commonly linked to environmental efforts, but
it also involves social and economic stability. A sustainable
community supports affordable housing, reliable public
transportation, accessible green spaces, and economic
opportunities while allowing longtime residents to stay in their
neighborhoods. 

When not shaped by the community, sustainability initiatives
can drive up living costs and lead to displacement. A balanced
approach requires environmental improvements alongside
policies that preserve affordability and social connections.
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