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| spoke with the owner of Evergreen Smoke Shop in
The Village about the recent revitalization efforts.

They noted that while students and younger
residents appreciate improvements like enhanced
sidewalks and lighting, long-time residents worry

about rising rents and potential displacement of
small businesses. The owner described the changes
as a "double-edged sword" for local businesses:
increased foot traffic boosts sales, but new
establishments heighten competition. The Village
now attracts a more diverse crowd, including
families and older visitors, beyond just students.
Students are vital to the area's economy, driving
trends toward modern venues and locally sourced
products. However, their transient nature makes
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building lasting relationships challenging. J UNG




a "UniverCity" refers to a university that extends its influence beyond

education to become a dominant force in urban life. These institutions
' often act as major employers, landlords, healthcare providc;.-rs, and even
maintain their own security forces, significantly impacting local
economies and communities. While they can bring development and ‘
resources, their expansion may also lead to gentriﬁcaﬁ?n, increased
living costs, and cultural displacement in surrounding neughborhoods.
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